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The Biblical Exegesis and Homiletics
of Augustine

Prof, Dr. Byung-hoon Woo

Augustine, who was converted through his reading of the book
of Romans, interpreted and preached the Bible all his life. His
work, On the Christian Teaching (De Doctrina Christiana) shows
Augustine’s biblical hermeneutics and homiletics. He wrote
several Bible Aconnnenta‘ries' and had a clear understanding of
biblical exegesis. Although initially influenced by Neoplatonism,
he became more and more explicitly biblical in his thought.
Augustine argued that the purpose of biblical exegesis lay in
the dual commandment of the love of God and neighbor. He
regarded it as the purpose of exegesis and preaching to promote
and fulfill the Christian triad of faith, hope and love. He also
applied the Greco-Roman theory of signs to his biblical exegesis
and adapted it to biblical teachings. Augustine interpreted the
Bible in honor of the rules of faith (regula fidei) and the authority
of the universal church. Above all, he commented on the Bible

for the maturity of his own faith and responded to his own

age fhrough sound biblical understanding. His biblical

hermeneutic is Christ-centered and has. the characteristic of
contributing to the church. He rejected the heretics and commented
on the Bible for well-formed church ministry.

Augustine’s exegesis is closely related to his homiletics. He
considered the ministry of the Word to be the most important
mission of the pastor. He delivered thousands of sermons, éf
which 562 remain to this day. Augustine said that the preacher
is a patient to be healed by Christ, and at the same time, a
doctor to repair the spiritual disease of believers through the
Word. Throughout his sermons, Augustine helped the believer
to explain their lives using the language of the Bible. He sought
preaching that moved the hearts of the audience. Though he
preached extempore without a manuscript, he by no means
preached without preparation. His sermons were always
spiritually deep, and he explained well the principles of true
faith. Augustine’s sermons emphasized love just like his biblical
commentary. As a prominent rhetorician, Augustine also studied
deeply how sermons should be delivered. But what was still
important to him was the content of the message, not just the
method of delivery. Specifically, he wanted to practice the content
of his sermon by himself. He believed that when the life of
the preacher was separated from the preaching, it would not
benefit the audience at all. Augustine recognized the sermon

as a part of the worship which was composed of the sacraments,




prayer, and doxology. To him, the sermon was a spiritual tool

that delivers Christ, makes people seek the help of the Holy

Spirit, and leads them to the Father.
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Augustine, Exegesis, Hermeneutics, Preaching,

Homiletics
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44) Lawless, “Preaching,” 677.

45) Cicero, Orator 21,69: “Est igitur eloquens qui ita dicit, ut probet, ut delectet, ut flectat ...
probare necessitatis est, delectare suavitatis, flectere victoriae.” OF§-F+2E] 722, F 18]~
X 2%, A 9,4.1227(p. 405069)1 A A UL

46) O}T%LéE] T, T AT ek, A S 9, 4.12.27(p. 405).

47) OFS-TAEVFA, TIE AR W Y, Ag A4 9,4.12.27(p. 406n70) )| A1 o] 3] 2hEle
fol=7 A EL L)
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48) OF-F 2B, P OB AR Wk, A 9, 4.12.27(p. 407). Cicero, Orator 21.69; De
oratore 2.27.115% %38}2}. George Lawless, “Preaching,” 677.
49) Lawless, “Preaching,” 677.

ofpTAEEAS) HEFMET 4R 209

i

(56.11). 7283 71 E3 FulEeA wHT Al she dg ojs
oA A2 EE 3HA2(94).” Olzi% oA e BE FAET a}E0]
B3 eke FHY 7t2ils dukgdict AMd FEY o] He HujlE
EIAG S ARNEY] HollA AFsfor Srhs ol 2Bl TE uet
3k A 2

ORF-TLE L0 E}E H, g ke 7P Farel AARte] A3ke I
sttdo. ev. . 51.13). GRS AAE BT (R 9lee] ok
ARAl FiLEO] HB‘WOl ol 24, 2E5& 37 A gAY ofvE 715
a1 91l7] wio]tHen. Ps. 106.7).
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obehet o] Mo glek ZAH$-2, “’O}T?éHTéA Aells, ol Hde
(e B2 WAL, 2008).
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51) FAIT] 95, Toh 72 ir 28] Aoy, o] sk A2 AF, 1525700 Lhe= e
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¥ ghelo] Qo] @7 o] ZEl Atk W el JlojA v i E & HE
3T}, Possidius, “Life of St. Augustine,” in Early Christian Biographies, ed. Roy J. Deferrari,
trans, Mary Magdeleine Muller, vol. 15, The Fathers of the Church (Washington, DC: The
Catholic University of America Press, 1952), 123-24.
52) Eric Rebillard, “Sermones,” Fitzgerald, ed., Augustine through the Ages, 773-90.
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53) Rebillard, “Sermones,” 790.

54)

55)

56)

S. Poque, “Les lectures liturgiques de I'octave pascale a Hippone d’apres les traites de s.
Augustin sur la Premiere Epitre de Jean,” RevBen 74 (1964): 217-41.

F. Dolbeau, “Sermons inedits de saint Augustin preches en 397 [Seme serie],” RevBen 104
(1994): 34-76, annexe “Conuersi ad dominum *-,” 72-76.
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57) Rebillard, “Sermones,” 773; S. Poque, Augustin d’Hippone, Sermons povr la Paque, Sources
Chrétiennes 116 (Paris: Cetf, 1966).

58) Rebillard, “Sermones,” 790.

59) P.-P. Verbarken, “Les deux sermons du pretre Eraclius d’Hippone,” RevBen 71 (1961): 3-21,
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60) civ. Dei 22.8: “in gradibus exedrae, in qua de superiore loquebar loco -++”; 5. 151.4: “Ego
de loco superiore moneo, dico, praedico.”

61) 5. 355.2: “I am sitting down as T tallg, while you will soon get tired as you're standing”

62) “But look, here am I, now speaking to you; before I came to you here, I gave some thought
beforehand to what I am going to say to you” (s. 225.3).

63) 5. 352 A& F-5-: “You see, it wasn’t I who instructed the lectot to sing this psalm; but it
was that one up there who decided what would be valuable for you to hear, and who instructed
this boy inwardly in his heart to give it to you. Let me say something about the value of
repentance.”

64) Rebillard, “Sermones,” 790; R. J. Deferrari, “Saint Augustine’s Method of Composing and
Delivering Sermons,” American Journal of Philology 43 (1922): 97-123, 193-220.
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